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AB  - Among the many novel diets for companion animals, raw meat-based diets (RMBD) have become an increasingly popular alternative for dogs in recent years. Often promoted as alternatives to conventional kibble diets, RMBDs are broadly described as both commercial and homemade diets for companion animals that include fresh and uncooked ‘meat’ ingredients from farmed or wild animals (Freeman et al., 2013). Despite their popularity, RMBDs remain controversial, dividing those who advocate the diets and those who raise significant concerns about raw feeding. Many scientific studies document issues with nutritional completeness as well as health and safety risks. The handful of studies that explore owner perspectives around raw feeding investigate perceptions of health and safety and motivations to feed raw. Yet, this research overlooks the social and ethical aspects of raw feeding, which can probe deeper into not just why, but also how decisions to feed RMBDs are made. This paper reviews previous literature on raw feeding and identifies gaps in this research that could be addressed by employing sociological approaches from the field of human-companion animal relations. This can help expand understandings of raw feeding beyond health and nutrition to incorporate broader social and ethical relations between dogs and their guardians. The paper first draws on available veterinary and scientific literature on raw feeding which highlights concerns regarding nutrition and public health and identifies gaps in the existing literature. Second, it highlights scholarship on human-companion relations, particularly regarding concepts of care and identity, in order to understand dog guardians’ moral perspectives around raw feeding in relation to their own diets. Finally, the paper will set up an approach for conducting an empirical study investigating social and ethical aspects of raw feeding through cross-cultural fieldwork with guardians and their dogs in the UK and Australia.


